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2 Writers and their works, it is argued in this chapter, are often motivated more by political and religious anxiety than medical illness. Psychological and even physical ill health may be symptoms of the political and religious context. The argument posited here draws out the relationship between public life and private feeling in selected works by Richard Baxter and John Bunyan. Their anxieties and fears concerning salvation and election, the politics of prayer, reason, enthusiasm and hope, from the 1640s onwards, are palpable in their written work and in their actions. Both wrote freely on religious matters throughout their professional lives. They did so from within a complex, violent and continually evolving political and religious context.
Religion in seventeenth-century England is famously a very difficult terrain to map. John Spurr has argued that for too long, historians have often concentrated narrowly on a binary of conformist and nonconformist that takes little account of significant distinctions. In reality, he states: 'there never had been, nor ever would be, a time when all Puritans were Calvinists and all Episcopalians Arminians'.
